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!?.T.DESCRIPT!DN

(Check One)
) Excellent (3 Good T} Fair {"1 Deteriorated {771 Ruins {7] Unexposed
{Check One) (Check One)
) Altered BFl Unaltered ] Moved ] Origiral Site
CESCRIGE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGE
The architectural style of the VWarkentin House can be classifled as Victoriesd
Darogue, 1% can also be called a mension because of its large size, complie
cated plan and stylistic pretentions. On the cther band, the exberior treztd

CONDITION

went is quite resirained in comparison with other Victorisn Barocue mansions.
of the period., This is presuwmably due to Lho gell abasing nsture of ite

rennonite owmer, The spindle work railings of the porch and the mildly
decorated cornices, gable ands neJ~ are the only ornamentation on an
othervige relatively plain clapboard and shingle house,

Interestingly enocugh, the interior gives auite anolher irpression; one of
et variety and luxury. The Barogue desire for riciness and heaviness ie
test seen here. Dach roowm is decorated in the finest nat““ia.s of the tine,
G : proers inleyed {loors, carved woodvorit and leaded plass all in
syre seen. oLach roon is done in different nmaterials and fur-
flerent motif,. It is the furniture and appoinimentes which are
ive, The major portiop“of the original furnishings and appoint-
ments are in the hoFe ond wost roong have complete interrated sets. Coblnets
are £illed with fine crystal, siiver and linens., Sven such things as small

v

vatches of the veriod are found in dravers and the book case ig full of booksg.

338

The properiy on which the house sbands has soveral large el treoes, osk treesg,
raple, linden, and 1rtereuh1ng wallways through the garden. 4 curved red
brick drive connects the street with a porite-cochere at the house and continy
in =& {ruce$“? curve Lo a carriage house at the rear of the lot., The carrizge
the sare restrained slyle of the house., It contains suech interegt-
as o turmmtoble on whieh »n eariy elcetric car wos porked and turndd
rd gtends an octogonzl gazebo with walls of decorativy

fu]
o]

1S NI

d

Y thie roor
o charceteriotic of the tines., Though sore of the original property
was sold, the hovge and grounds still onjoy & separation and separate identity
from their nore recent neighbors,

L 2n

A1l in 2ll the Yarkentin House and grounds is & complete and inbegrated
exanple of the way of life for which it was bullt, One of very few still
remaining in anything like thelr original form and condition, 1
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[ SIGRIFICANCE

PERIQE (Check Gne or More as Appropelate} i
3 Pre-Columbicn’ {71 16th Century 1 18th Century {7 20th Century
3 15th Century [} 17th Century B 19th Century
SPECiRiC DATE S (If Applicable and Known) Aorkentirl puilil home 1880 - &7
AREAS OF SiGnNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate}
Abor iginol F Education {7 Political {71 Urban Planning
[(1 Prehistoric {71 Engineering & Religion/Phi- [} Other (Specity} )
K] Historic 7 industry losophy A
Th Agricuiture 7] tnvention 7} Science
@0 Architectyre {71 Londscape ™ Sculpture m
) Art Architecture ™ Sociai/Huma {/U
[ Commerce 7 Literature itarian
[] Communicetions 7 Mititery 1 Theater
[} Conservation 71 Music (7} Transportation
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The property knowm as Werkentin House is cipniflcant in the areas of
architectare and history.
Lroﬁxtect"* 1ly - see preceding poge.
= Ee rherd erikentin purcased the properdty 211-Bast 15T 8. in 1886 and began
© ig home wiich vreained tre Tardily home until the dezth of his widow in 1934,
- when it wns QQGQC o Bothel Deaconess Hespitol ond used as the Dethel Dea-
= conces Sisters fo.e until tho past yenr when it wac offered for sale to a
L Prezervation org:r:ze%iono Upon comnlotlon of ﬁurCVQHO, Freservation of
= Yansas Londrarke (Inc. £iled) plans to open the home for tours and reetings,
o to bring the people closer to this pe vt of their heritage. The wheat story
has never deen told and we feel this to be the last resl opportunity to help
= people becore sware of this part of our higbory end its effoct on the
v tational econory. In the librory of uhg home a llecearch ILibrary on Warkentdn,
= the ilard inter Wheat and lark Sarleton plunnoa, We hove eccess Yo the
- versonal leticrs of Varkentin, lhis correspondence with Carlcolon regarding
" tholr work, etc,
"Berrhord arkentin is o Tamous name in the wheatl annals of the nation. It was
L ; o 4 - X . . : s
he who led the grealt Memmonite migration into Konsas during the early 1870%s,
0 and the !ennonites broupht ”w;]ey led aeed whoeot with them from southern
Russin, After tho superiority of tlids variety was esteblished, he lmported
larse ouantitics of seed for distribution in the ares where his flour mills
vere locoted, Turkey Red becere one of the fO?"wOE fectors in the creation
of the hard winter e pire of the Sonthwest.!
Vark Corleton, the celebrated cerealist with the U.S. Department of Agricultvre,
werlzed in Foneas with Yarkentin to find uhc right voriety of hard wheat for
Kangns, and eventually the entire U.5,
"The cnain of cvents that in tho courcge of time established hard winter as
the 1most ewtensive class of wvheot in the United States bogan when Dernhard
arkentin et ble feet on Kaneno soll and urped his fellow Vennonites to follow.
The carecr of Zernhard Warkontin serves to oxerplify a statenent once made
Ly Thoras Jeffarson. 5nid the Dage of Ionticollm, “ihe preatost service
vhich ean he romierod to :rw country is to add o nsefol plant to its culture)
parecially o brond prain. 3
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Harvey
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

T
(Number &l antries)

4. The Warkentin House is now owned by the city of Newton and is main-
tained as a public museum.
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{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
o (Type all entries - attach Lo or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER
Z JLCNAME oo T
O common:  Warkentin Hongoe
- AND/OR HISTORIC: Wﬂl’“{@hti n ]'EO?"]("‘ .
STREET AND NUM BER:
L2 -, nt
211 Bast 15% Street
-3 CITY OR TOWN;
o Newlon
- STATE: CcODE COUNTY:
m Kansas Hervey
- 13, MAP REFERENCE S
SQURCE:
Cliy Enrincer — ilewton. Hansos
tl scares (W E 280 ft.
" oate: 1068
4, REQUIREMENTS: .. =
(¥
TO BE INCLUDED ON AlLLL MARS
1. Property broundaories where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude ond longitude reference.
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